
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

SMF medium 2010 4,443,303 4,443,303 4,443,303

SMF medium 2011 4,370,865 4,370,865 4,370,865

SMF medium 2012 4,369,758 4,369,758 4,369,758

SMF medium 2013 4,264,435 4,264,435 4,264,435

SMF medium 2014 4,338,637 4,338,637 4,338,637

SMF medium 2015 4,616,461 4,616,461 4,616,461

SMF medium 2016 4,897,925 4,897,925 4,897,925

SMF medium 2017 5,192,329 5,192,329 5,192,329

SMF medium 2018 5,775,216 5,775,216 5,775,216

SMF medium 2019e 6,337,456 6,457,088 6,256,113

SMF medium 2020 6,883,687 7,269,914 6,491,890

SMF medium 2021 7,096,428 7,459,590 6,543,327

SMF medium 2022 7,306,595 7,828,096 6,638,418

SMF medium 2023 7,510,898 8,210,342 6,728,533

SMF medium 2024 7,712,231 8,405,495 6,818,596

SMF medium 2025 7,915,274 8,722,629 6,919,487

SMF medium 2026 8,121,553 9,051,715 7,024,720

SMF medium 2027 8,332,009 9,399,714 7,124,969

SMF medium 2028 8,549,757 9,756,488 7,225,420

SMF medium 2029 8,770,904 10,165,347 7,324,701

SMF medium 2030 8,997,093 10,575,616 7,418,977

SMF medium 2031 9,228,609 10,959,608 7,503,179

SMF medium 2032 9,465,389 11,331,969 7,592,828

SMF medium 2033 9,704,690 11,709,634 7,683,106

SMF medium 2034 9,946,889 12,086,654 7,763,513

SMF medium 2035 10,192,731 12,454,212 7,832,371

SMF medium 2036 10,442,224 12,797,179 7,891,558

SMF medium 2037 10,693,645 13,152,440 7,945,700

SMF medium 2038 10,946,731 13,519,898 7,998,948

SMF medium 2039 11,201,794 13,888,165 8,053,120

SMF medium 2040 11,462,284 14,266,162 8,108,839

SMF medium 2041 11,726,040 14,612,002 8,162,456

SMF medium 2042 11,994,936 14,943,372 8,214,900

SMF medium 2043 12,267,652 15,278,598 8,266,370

SMF medium 2044 12,546,044 15,605,059 8,317,331

SMF medium 2045 12,832,050 15,925,141 8,366,751
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

SMF medium 2010 126,305 126,305 126,305

SMF medium 2011 116,209 116,209 116,209

SMF medium 2012 117,908 117,908 117,908

SMF medium 2013 109,298 109,298 109,298

SMF medium 2014 108,756 108,756 108,756

SMF medium 2015 106,833 106,833 106,833

SMF medium 2016 110,843 110,843 110,843

SMF medium 2017 115,172 115,172 115,172

SMF medium 2018 127,547 127,547 127,547

SMF medium 2019 136,774 136,774 136,774

SMF medium 2020 149,464 154,170 145,747

SMF medium 2021 153,290 164,161 142,645

SMF medium 2022 156,830 167,803 142,562

SMF medium 2023 160,168 174,342 143,523

SMF medium 2024 163,888 181,569 144,937

SMF medium 2025 167,715 185,351 146,539

SMF medium 2026 171,599 191,438 148,455

SMF medium 2027 175,556 197,700 150,517

SMF medium 2028 179,641 204,383 152,526

SMF medium 2029 183,786 211,136 154,473

SMF medium 2030 188,024 218,908 156,424

SMF medium 2031 192,360 226,824 158,103

SMF medium 2032 196,792 234,113 159,765

SMF medium 2033 201,271 241,122 161,494

SMF medium 2034 205,802 248,234 163,240

SMF medium 2035 210,403 255,351 164,815

SMF medium 2036 215,071 262,265 166,145

SMF medium 2037 219,775 268,692 167,297

SMF medium 2038 224,511 275,345 168,354

SMF medium 2039 229,287 282,236 169,403

SMF medium 2040 234,164 289,221 170,520

SMF medium 2041 239,103 296,302 171,638

SMF medium 2042 244,137 302,856 172,744

SMF medium 2043 249,242 309,103 173,813

SMF medium 2044 254,452 315,463 174,890

SMF medium 2045 259,802 321,700 175,981
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