
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

RDU medium 2010 4,440,288 4,440,288 4,440,288

RDU medium 2011 4,471,825 4,471,825 4,471,825

RDU medium 2012 4,488,615 4,488,615 4,488,615

RDU medium 2013 4,469,244 4,469,244 4,469,244

RDU medium 2014 4,616,354 4,616,354 4,616,354

RDU medium 2015 4,820,903 4,820,903 4,820,903

RDU medium 2016 5,324,576 5,324,576 5,324,576

RDU medium 2017 5,597,296 5,597,296 5,597,296

RDU medium 2018 6,104,619 6,104,619 6,104,619

RDU medium 2019e 6,721,172 6,848,561 6,632,699

RDU medium 2020 7,294,617 7,700,818 6,875,312

RDU medium 2021 7,534,726 7,913,311 6,950,620

RDU medium 2022 7,772,374 8,312,185 7,070,837

RDU medium 2023 8,008,058 8,730,737 7,186,560

RDU medium 2024 8,241,187 8,953,773 7,300,916

RDU medium 2025 8,476,836 9,305,237 7,426,060

RDU medium 2026 8,715,287 9,669,882 7,554,897

RDU medium 2027 8,957,323 10,053,882 7,678,222

RDU medium 2028 9,207,319 10,447,161 7,802,958

RDU medium 2029 9,462,068 10,895,980 7,926,388

RDU medium 2030 9,722,484 11,347,665 8,042,982

RDU medium 2031 9,989,947 11,776,136 8,147,744

RDU medium 2032 10,263,230 12,193,887 8,257,888

RDU medium 2033 10,539,979 12,617,942 8,368,086

RDU medium 2034 10,820,031 13,041,531 8,467,138

RDU medium 2035 11,104,936 13,457,418 8,554,052

RDU medium 2036 11,396,317 13,849,567 8,631,457

RDU medium 2037 11,690,556 14,256,036 8,703,343

RDU medium 2038 11,987,003 14,675,528 8,773,297

RDU medium 2039 12,286,517 15,096,086 8,843,855

RDU medium 2040 12,592,564 15,528,059 8,915,589

RDU medium 2041 12,903,971 15,927,366 8,985,743

RDU medium 2042 13,218,269 16,307,428 9,052,191

RDU medium 2043 13,537,412 16,691,531 9,117,378

RDU medium 2044 13,863,279 17,066,310 9,182,364

RDU medium 2045 14,197,780 17,434,740 9,245,397
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

RDU medium 2010 187,007 187,007 187,007

RDU medium 2011 191,469 191,469 191,469

RDU medium 2012 191,409 191,409 191,409

RDU medium 2013 184,522 184,522 184,522

RDU medium 2014 184,263 184,263 184,263

RDU medium 2015 180,990 180,990 180,990

RDU medium 2016 190,655 190,655 190,655

RDU medium 2017 199,671 199,671 199,671

RDU medium 2018 209,911 209,911 209,911

RDU medium 2019 220,341 220,341 220,341

RDU medium 2020 232,274 248,570 217,060

RDU medium 2021 236,671 266,466 206,838

RDU medium 2022 240,397 272,933 203,626

RDU medium 2023 243,711 281,622 202,597

RDU medium 2024 248,261 291,453 203,248

RDU medium 2025 253,237 297,072 204,744

RDU medium 2026 258,266 305,205 206,808

RDU medium 2027 263,364 313,004 209,569

RDU medium 2028 268,625 321,326 212,277

RDU medium 2029 273,985 329,763 214,961

RDU medium 2030 279,460 339,426 217,627

RDU medium 2031 285,080 350,331 218,951

RDU medium 2032 290,818 359,529 221,202

RDU medium 2033 296,625 368,424 223,527

RDU medium 2034 302,503 377,444 225,850

RDU medium 2035 308,480 386,485 227,953

RDU medium 2036 314,587 395,465 229,700

RDU medium 2037 320,754 403,740 231,295

RDU medium 2038 326,969 412,321 232,763

RDU medium 2039 333,245 421,193 234,200

RDU medium 2040 339,656 430,175 235,705

RDU medium 2041 346,175 439,219 237,294

RDU medium 2042 352,755 447,624 238,729

RDU medium 2043 359,431 455,652 240,111

RDU medium 2044 366,242 463,804 241,487

RDU medium 2045 373,230 471,792 242,882

2019 TAF Operations Forecast Scenarios

Page 4



0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

400,000

450,000

500,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
s

Fiscal Year

TAF Operations Scenarios

Total Airport Operations (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Airport Operations (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Airport Operations (Baseline)

Page 5


