
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

ORD large 2010 31,947,532 31,947,532 31,947,532

ORD large 2011 31,825,620 31,825,620 31,825,620

ORD large 2012 32,256,202 32,256,202 32,256,202

ORD large 2013 31,973,296 31,973,296 31,973,296

ORD large 2014 33,457,900 33,457,900 33,457,900

ORD large 2015 35,726,568 35,726,568 35,726,568

ORD large 2016 37,351,188 37,351,188 37,351,188

ORD large 2017 38,169,220 38,169,220 38,169,220

ORD large 2018 39,723,788 39,723,788 39,723,788

ORD large 2019e 40,631,304 41,858,584 39,726,860

ORD large 2020 41,493,240 44,554,664 38,635,432

ORD large 2021 42,518,928 45,833,616 38,597,428

ORD large 2022 43,523,612 47,923,176 38,862,212

ORD large 2023 44,503,676 50,040,040 39,124,924

ORD large 2024 45,463,852 51,227,988 39,398,540

ORD large 2025 46,431,404 52,996,736 39,735,920

ORD large 2026 47,411,296 54,814,664 40,108,052

ORD large 2027 48,414,448 56,717,512 40,462,412

ORD large 2028 49,457,448 58,652,444 40,824,028

ORD large 2029 50,520,352 60,823,624 41,194,584

ORD large 2030 51,603,092 62,984,980 41,528,892

ORD large 2031 52,710,260 65,012,076 41,799,536

ORD large 2032 53,838,420 66,977,780 42,113,228

ORD large 2033 54,972,064 68,962,224 42,431,508

ORD large 2034 56,106,720 70,930,416 42,693,264

ORD large 2035 57,251,312 72,848,560 42,895,132

ORD large 2036 58,413,840 74,655,976 43,054,824

ORD large 2037 59,570,992 76,506,736 43,186,448

ORD large 2038 60,729,032 78,407,432 43,314,956

ORD large 2039 61,892,624 80,309,088 43,451,448

ORD large 2040 63,068,628 82,238,744 43,597,652

ORD large 2041 64,253,264 84,019,072 43,746,984

ORD large 2042 65,447,356 85,721,864 43,886,036

ORD large 2043 66,656,048 87,439,104 44,019,776

ORD large 2044 67,883,792 89,112,272 44,150,580

ORD large 2045 69,137,456 90,750,000 44,273,592
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

ORD large 2010 867,707 867,707 867,707

ORD large 2011 884,220 884,220 884,220

ORD large 2012 879,302 879,302 879,302

ORD large 2013 877,529 877,529 877,529

ORD large 2014 879,142 879,142 879,142

ORD large 2015 880,804 880,804 880,804

ORD large 2016 872,332 872,332 872,332

ORD large 2017 859,271 859,271 859,271

ORD large 2018 893,497 893,497 893,497

ORD large 2019 914,615 914,615 914,615

ORD large 2020 946,936 971,434 928,817

ORD large 2021 928,849 990,471 869,529

ORD large 2022 885,948 945,869 809,696

ORD large 2023 823,026 896,345 741,078

ORD large 2024 817,247 908,130 725,470

ORD large 2025 833,598 926,645 730,372

ORD large 2026 850,282 956,229 736,681

ORD large 2027 867,465 987,006 743,808

ORD large 2028 885,556 1,019,944 750,940

ORD large 2029 904,063 1,053,084 757,916

ORD large 2030 922,968 1,090,673 765,061

ORD large 2031 942,330 1,128,226 771,432

ORD large 2032 962,067 1,162,980 776,532

ORD large 2033 981,899 1,196,165 782,216

ORD large 2034 1,001,747 1,229,581 787,955

ORD large 2035 1,021,782 1,262,881 792,763

ORD large 2036 1,042,136 1,295,383 796,502

ORD large 2037 1,062,371 1,325,181 799,119

ORD large 2038 1,082,597 1,355,873 801,293

ORD large 2039 1,102,913 1,387,574 803,473

ORD large 2040 1,123,436 1,419,408 805,902

ORD large 2041 1,144,089 1,451,611 808,378

ORD large 2042 1,164,889 1,480,981 810,810

ORD large 2043 1,185,907 1,508,926 813,080

ORD large 2044 1,207,243 1,537,195 815,308

ORD large 2045 1,229,049 1,564,775 817,551
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