
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

HOU medium 2010 4,263,633 4,263,633 4,263,633

HOU medium 2011 4,646,710 4,646,710 4,646,710

HOU medium 2012 5,001,753 5,001,753 5,001,753

HOU medium 2013 5,213,512 5,213,512 5,213,512

HOU medium 2014 5,796,332 5,796,332 5,796,332

HOU medium 2015 5,765,544 5,765,544 5,765,544

HOU medium 2016 6,259,497 6,259,497 6,259,497

HOU medium 2017 6,392,225 6,392,225 6,392,225

HOU medium 2018 6,998,192 6,998,192 6,998,192

HOU medium 2019e 7,121,529 7,258,258 7,026,768

HOU medium 2020 7,116,050 7,527,322 6,689,755

HOU medium 2021 7,296,577 7,723,871 6,663,630

HOU medium 2022 7,468,101 8,069,055 6,731,835

HOU medium 2023 7,634,584 8,414,817 6,795,018

HOU medium 2024 7,797,219 8,586,173 6,861,005

HOU medium 2025 7,967,361 8,872,191 6,945,804

HOU medium 2026 8,145,301 9,180,004 7,039,740

HOU medium 2027 8,332,914 9,512,661 7,127,863

HOU medium 2028 8,534,942 9,858,021 7,218,962

HOU medium 2029 8,743,073 10,247,107 7,315,010

HOU medium 2030 8,959,634 10,632,822 7,402,278

HOU medium 2031 9,186,232 10,981,859 7,470,916

HOU medium 2032 9,417,820 11,315,093 7,554,860

HOU medium 2033 9,651,170 11,655,270 7,644,900

HOU medium 2034 9,886,188 11,996,085 7,722,663

HOU medium 2035 10,124,875 12,327,344 7,785,957

HOU medium 2036 10,370,036 12,641,867 7,840,275

HOU medium 2037 10,613,885 12,963,258 7,888,197

HOU medium 2038 10,855,453 13,294,638 7,934,421

HOU medium 2039 11,098,656 13,630,610 7,984,528

HOU medium 2040 11,347,454 13,974,549 8,036,628

HOU medium 2041 11,599,135 14,292,739 8,084,462

HOU medium 2042 11,858,125 14,602,551 8,131,436

HOU medium 2043 12,122,802 14,922,497 8,178,015

HOU medium 2044 12,394,000 15,237,095 8,221,188

HOU medium 2045 12,673,152 15,543,433 8,261,480
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

HOU medium 2010 201,244 201,244 201,244

HOU medium 2011 201,409 201,409 201,409

HOU medium 2012 197,204 197,204 197,204

HOU medium 2013 202,561 202,561 202,561

HOU medium 2014 206,431 206,431 206,431

HOU medium 2015 199,590 199,590 199,590

HOU medium 2016 202,871 202,871 202,871

HOU medium 2017 201,935 201,935 201,935

HOU medium 2018 205,056 205,056 205,056

HOU medium 2019 202,431 202,431 202,431

HOU medium 2020 201,469 215,693 188,083

HOU medium 2021 205,100 230,657 179,240

HOU medium 2022 208,546 237,293 175,586

HOU medium 2023 211,880 245,943 175,083

HOU medium 2024 215,194 254,087 175,133

HOU medium 2025 218,649 258,531 175,781

HOU medium 2026 222,234 265,070 177,028

HOU medium 2027 225,975 271,516 179,001

HOU medium 2028 229,961 278,529 180,891

HOU medium 2029 234,045 285,562 182,688

HOU medium 2030 238,268 293,507 184,599

HOU medium 2031 242,674 302,435 185,307

HOU medium 2032 247,161 309,413 186,572

HOU medium 2033 251,675 315,970 188,101

HOU medium 2034 256,216 322,654 189,752

HOU medium 2035 260,839 329,408 191,193

HOU medium 2036 265,572 336,104 192,281

HOU medium 2037 270,283 342,166 193,167

HOU medium 2038 274,954 348,352 193,921

HOU medium 2039 279,652 354,831 194,700

HOU medium 2040 284,447 361,481 195,607

HOU medium 2041 289,290 368,103 196,603

HOU medium 2042 294,260 374,392 197,476

HOU medium 2043 299,328 380,448 198,304

HOU medium 2044 304,532 386,734 199,143

HOU medium 2045 309,873 392,922 199,921
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