
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

CLT large 2010 17,944,488 17,944,488 17,944,488

CLT large 2011 19,131,074 19,131,074 19,131,074

CLT large 2012 19,751,124 19,751,124 19,751,124

CLT large 2013 21,046,988 21,046,988 21,046,988

CLT large 2014 21,528,752 21,528,752 21,528,752

CLT large 2015 21,766,400 21,766,400 21,766,400

CLT large 2016 21,755,248 21,755,248 21,755,248

CLT large 2017 21,694,448 21,694,448 21,694,448

CLT large 2018 22,186,996 22,186,996 22,186,996

CLT large 2019e 23,360,912 23,851,510 23,002,718

CLT large 2020 25,198,924 26,683,328 23,723,554

CLT large 2021 25,783,832 27,271,246 23,733,852

CLT large 2022 26,360,178 28,407,918 23,925,410

CLT large 2023 26,930,816 29,588,246 24,118,902

CLT large 2024 27,496,708 30,180,438 24,328,324

CLT large 2025 28,072,112 31,150,396 24,583,632

CLT large 2026 28,662,670 32,161,148 24,861,268

CLT large 2027 29,275,014 33,237,006 25,134,850

CLT large 2028 29,914,246 34,338,312 25,415,428

CLT large 2029 30,571,590 35,598,900 25,702,830

CLT large 2030 31,248,986 36,864,464 25,972,822

CLT large 2031 31,948,620 38,052,880 26,207,500

CLT large 2032 32,669,316 39,208,012 26,473,164

CLT large 2033 33,398,594 40,378,408 26,745,692

CLT large 2034 34,134,452 41,543,768 26,986,764

CLT large 2035 34,882,032 42,681,200 27,192,670

CLT large 2036 35,650,308 43,755,052 27,376,372

CLT large 2037 36,421,504 44,862,156 27,544,596

CLT large 2038 37,199,448 46,006,760 27,712,760

CLT large 2039 37,986,176 47,156,844 27,888,222

CLT large 2040 38,786,828 48,330,868 28,067,478

CLT large 2041 39,599,848 49,414,416 28,242,786

CLT large 2042 40,423,860 50,449,532 28,411,660

CLT large 2043 41,260,840 51,498,676 28,579,552

CLT large 2044 42,114,324 52,522,328 28,746,142

CLT large 2045 42,991,248 53,526,672 28,908,778

2019 TAF Enplanements Forecast Scenarios

Page 2



0

10,000,000

20,000,000

30,000,000

40,000,000

50,000,000

60,000,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

En
p

la
n

e
m

e
n

t 
Le

ve
l

Fiscal Year

TAF Enplanements Scenarios

Total Enplanements (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Baseline)

Page 3



Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

CLT large 2010 516,581 516,581 516,581

CLT large 2011 544,016 544,016 544,016

CLT large 2012 549,933 549,933 549,933

CLT large 2013 555,491 555,491 555,491

CLT large 2014 546,874 546,874 546,874

CLT large 2015 545,602 545,602 545,602

CLT large 2016 545,894 545,894 545,894

CLT large 2017 552,055 552,055 552,055

CLT large 2018 547,705 547,705 547,705

CLT large 2019 570,751 570,751 570,751

CLT large 2020 603,068 621,869 587,952

CLT large 2021 608,768 652,720 566,095

CLT large 2022 610,186 654,278 554,247

CLT large 2023 607,854 663,669 544,365

CLT large 2024 615,270 684,158 543,760

CLT large 2025 627,006 696,251 547,662

CLT large 2026 639,068 716,711 552,782

CLT large 2027 651,601 737,958 558,749

CLT large 2028 664,702 760,737 564,653

CLT large 2029 678,176 783,805 570,503

CLT large 2030 692,076 810,397 576,524

CLT large 2031 706,419 837,689 581,482

CLT large 2032 721,189 862,533 586,182

CLT large 2033 736,115 886,262 591,358

CLT large 2034 751,159 910,249 596,647

CLT large 2035 766,439 934,230 601,309

CLT large 2036 782,146 957,958 605,090

CLT large 2037 797,886 979,595 608,287

CLT large 2038 813,745 1,002,038 611,202

CLT large 2039 829,775 1,025,332 614,154

CLT large 2040 846,094 1,048,863 617,354

CLT large 2041 862,651 1,072,837 620,487

CLT large 2042 879,427 1,094,744 623,613

CLT large 2043 896,464 1,115,625 626,620

CLT large 2044 913,836 1,136,885 629,652

CLT large 2045 931,700 1,157,743 632,748
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