
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 30 medium hub 

airports in the 2017 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2018 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2017 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

SMF medium 2010 4,443,303 4,443,303 4,443,303

SMF medium 2011 4,370,865 4,370,865 4,370,865

SMF medium 2012 4,369,758 4,369,758 4,369,758

SMF medium 2013 4,264,435 4,264,435 4,264,435

SMF medium 2014 4,338,637 4,338,637 4,338,637

SMF medium 2015 4,616,461 4,616,461 4,616,461

SMF medium 2016 4,897,925 4,897,925 4,897,925

SMF medium 2017 5,200,110 5,212,338 5,190,004

SMF medium 2018 5,913,692 6,052,860 5,819,652

SMF medium 2019 6,060,594 6,231,782 5,871,105

SMF medium 2020 6,192,918 6,415,644 5,963,384

SMF medium 2021 6,314,747 6,557,569 6,093,403

SMF medium 2022 6,439,126 6,729,301 6,209,159

SMF medium 2023 6,560,497 6,899,508 6,306,584

SMF medium 2024 6,683,790 7,024,246 6,391,969

SMF medium 2025 6,808,674 7,168,701 6,482,298

SMF medium 2026 6,937,676 7,317,891 6,578,572

SMF medium 2027 7,070,914 7,472,287 6,672,417

SMF medium 2028 7,211,130 7,637,555 6,774,231

SMF medium 2029 7,355,529 7,814,035 6,879,125

SMF medium 2030 7,501,366 7,994,224 6,980,941

SMF medium 2031 7,646,711 8,168,340 7,077,077

SMF medium 2032 7,791,049 8,342,418 7,170,996

SMF medium 2033 7,933,891 8,513,639 7,263,165

SMF medium 2034 8,083,660 8,697,973 7,360,546

SMF medium 2035 8,238,558 8,890,553 7,459,049

SMF medium 2036 8,393,477 9,073,930 7,552,087

SMF medium 2037 8,548,723 9,258,921 7,642,766

SMF medium 2038 8,706,014 9,446,623 7,735,240

SMF medium 2039 8,865,818 9,637,253 7,832,029

SMF medium 2040 9,030,315 9,839,360 7,934,368

SMF medium 2041 9,196,073 10,035,147 8,035,834

SMF medium 2042 9,363,229 10,226,289 8,136,658

SMF medium 2043 9,533,218 10,421,044 8,239,623

SMF medium 2044 9,706,715 10,622,226 8,342,185

SMF medium 2045 9,884,219 10,829,020 8,442,738
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

SMF medium 2010 126,305 126,305 126,305

SMF medium 2011 116,209 116,209 116,209

SMF medium 2012 117,908 117,908 117,908

SMF medium 2013 109,298 109,298 109,298

SMF medium 2014 108,756 108,756 108,756

SMF medium 2015 106,833 106,833 106,833

SMF medium 2016 110,843 110,843 110,843

SMF medium 2017 115,172 117,016 113,429

SMF medium 2018 126,252 131,154 122,243

SMF medium 2019 129,218 135,048 123,093

SMF medium 2020 131,946 138,911 124,887

SMF medium 2021 134,552 141,986 127,535

SMF medium 2022 137,229 145,585 129,989

SMF medium 2023 139,720 148,998 132,000

SMF medium 2024 142,128 151,447 133,685

SMF medium 2025 144,539 154,221 135,445

SMF medium 2026 147,028 157,062 137,345

SMF medium 2027 149,596 159,999 139,200

SMF medium 2028 152,294 163,139 141,205

SMF medium 2029 155,071 166,486 143,268

SMF medium 2030 157,878 169,935 145,231

SMF medium 2031 160,678 173,245 147,139

SMF medium 2032 163,460 176,556 149,007

SMF medium 2033 166,216 179,815 150,844

SMF medium 2034 169,102 183,317 152,780

SMF medium 2035 172,085 186,958 154,743

SMF medium 2036 175,069 190,447 156,603

SMF medium 2037 178,059 193,966 158,420

SMF medium 2038 181,090 197,538 160,274

SMF medium 2039 184,169 201,165 162,208

SMF medium 2040 187,338 204,985 164,262

SMF medium 2041 190,533 208,714 166,289

SMF medium 2042 193,755 212,359 168,306

SMF medium 2043 197,031 216,073 170,365

SMF medium 2044 200,374 219,907 172,418

SMF medium 2045 203,792 223,825 174,452

2017 TAF Operations Forecast Scenarios

Page 4



0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
s

Fiscal Year

TAF Operations Scenarios

Total Airport Operations (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Airport Operations (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Airport Operations (Baseline)

Page 5


