
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 30 medium hub 

airports in the 2017 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2018 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2017 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DEN large 2010 24,791,870 24,791,870 24,791,870

DEN large 2011 25,647,176 25,647,176 25,647,176

DEN large 2012 25,680,616 25,680,616 25,680,616

DEN large 2013 25,479,156 25,479,156 25,479,156

DEN large 2014 25,980,000 25,980,000 25,980,000

DEN large 2015 25,907,124 25,907,124 25,907,124

DEN large 2016 27,823,360 27,823,360 27,823,360

DEN large 2017 29,622,144 29,756,890 29,508,928

DEN large 2018 30,352,124 31,195,502 29,743,550

DEN large 2019 31,128,408 32,170,646 29,972,096

DEN large 2020 31,824,364 33,164,270 30,444,102

DEN large 2021 32,482,630 33,954,340 31,139,556

DEN large 2022 33,132,544 34,876,744 31,733,436

DEN large 2023 33,767,112 35,786,880 32,222,290

DEN large 2024 34,397,020 36,441,416 32,631,680

DEN large 2025 35,026,124 37,187,984 33,058,708

DEN large 2026 35,667,752 37,949,548 33,511,624

DEN large 2027 36,327,168 38,734,320 33,948,148

DEN large 2028 37,016,268 39,572,680 34,415,852

DEN large 2029 37,724,876 40,469,960 34,900,612

DEN large 2030 38,430,952 41,374,716 35,361,324

DEN large 2031 39,141,128 42,255,408 35,799,788

DEN large 2032 39,847,320 43,137,292 36,228,004

DEN large 2033 40,542,180 44,002,864 36,644,604

DEN large 2034 41,260,592 44,924,212 37,076,672

DEN large 2035 41,999,968 45,882,424 37,510,420

DEN large 2036 42,749,792 46,807,544 37,925,856

DEN large 2037 43,498,692 47,738,220 38,325,372

DEN large 2038 44,249,932 48,674,096 38,726,320

DEN large 2039 45,016,000 49,628,420 39,151,416

DEN large 2040 45,792,876 50,628,276 39,593,056

DEN large 2041 46,582,356 51,602,780 40,034,908

DEN large 2042 47,370,576 52,544,424 40,466,432

DEN large 2043 48,171,416 53,503,548 40,908,248

DEN large 2044 48,988,096 54,494,912 41,345,456

DEN large 2045 49,816,132 55,505,412 41,764,484
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DEN large 2010 626,425 626,425 626,425

DEN large 2011 641,923 641,923 641,923

DEN large 2012 618,380 618,380 618,380

DEN large 2013 593,442 593,442 593,442

DEN large 2014 578,950 578,950 578,950

DEN large 2015 550,724 550,724 550,724

DEN large 2016 566,035 566,035 566,035

DEN large 2017 584,240 587,673 581,236

DEN large 2018 573,742 590,463 561,437

DEN large 2019 580,376 600,735 558,123

DEN large 2020 584,478 610,102 558,291

DEN large 2021 585,162 612,922 559,817

DEN large 2022 584,882 617,207 558,742

DEN large 2023 589,492 626,465 560,932

DEN large 2024 598,740 636,033 566,381

DEN large 2025 608,930 648,209 573,084

DEN large 2026 619,356 660,639 580,269

DEN large 2027 630,072 673,450 587,135

DEN large 2028 641,278 687,181 594,527

DEN large 2029 652,812 701,917 602,191

DEN large 2030 664,324 716,854 609,395

DEN large 2031 675,913 731,325 616,271

DEN large 2032 687,434 745,816 622,970

DEN large 2033 698,774 760,030 629,482

DEN large 2034 710,507 775,209 636,246

DEN large 2035 722,592 791,029 642,997

DEN large 2036 734,847 806,233 649,437

DEN large 2037 747,084 821,538 655,602

DEN large 2038 759,369 836,937 661,799

DEN large 2039 771,901 852,648 668,412

DEN large 2040 784,635 869,172 675,312

DEN large 2041 797,570 885,224 682,209

DEN large 2042 810,489 900,708 688,934

DEN large 2043 823,618 916,487 695,829

DEN large 2044 837,003 932,815 702,625

DEN large 2045 850,580 949,468 709,092
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