
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 30 medium hub 

airports in the 2017 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2018 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2017 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

AUS medium 2010 4,130,099 4,130,099 4,130,099

AUS medium 2011 4,409,094 4,409,094 4,409,094

AUS medium 2012 4,550,939 4,550,939 4,550,939

AUS medium 2013 4,809,854 4,809,854 4,809,854

AUS medium 2014 5,133,878 5,133,878 5,133,878

AUS medium 2015 5,643,251 5,643,251 5,643,251

AUS medium 2016 6,026,666 6,026,666 6,026,666

AUS medium 2017 6,602,643 6,625,303 6,584,238

AUS medium 2018 7,784,818 7,973,406 7,643,590

AUS medium 2019 8,057,193 8,296,872 7,767,706

AUS medium 2020 8,305,661 8,623,269 7,967,720

AUS medium 2021 8,543,359 8,894,249 8,227,626

AUS medium 2022 8,786,297 9,206,035 8,462,022

AUS medium 2023 9,027,984 9,517,488 8,668,402

AUS medium 2024 9,271,200 9,765,664 8,853,086

AUS medium 2025 9,518,128 10,040,470 9,046,249

AUS medium 2026 9,773,208 10,324,322 9,250,509

AUS medium 2027 10,035,878 10,617,735 9,451,692

AUS medium 2028 10,312,516 10,934,259 9,668,470

AUS medium 2029 10,601,258 11,272,400 9,895,081

AUS medium 2030 10,891,389 11,614,610 10,115,548

AUS medium 2031 11,187,150 11,955,627 10,333,099

AUS medium 2032 11,486,056 12,302,742 10,551,219

AUS medium 2033 11,785,900 12,649,353 10,769,190

AUS medium 2034 12,100,348 13,021,042 10,998,348

AUS medium 2035 12,425,740 13,409,372 11,231,446

AUS medium 2036 12,755,117 13,789,505 11,459,061

AUS medium 2037 13,087,155 14,174,207 11,683,465

AUS medium 2038 13,422,897 14,563,438 11,910,072

AUS medium 2039 13,766,798 14,962,453 12,146,582

AUS medium 2040 14,119,660 15,381,915 12,392,483

AUS medium 2041 14,481,557 15,799,376 12,641,818

AUS medium 2042 14,847,770 16,212,045 12,891,244

AUS medium 2043 15,223,021 16,635,802 13,147,504

AUS medium 2044 15,606,072 17,073,478 13,403,880

AUS medium 2045 15,997,392 17,523,086 13,657,742
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

AUS medium 2010 174,167 174,167 174,167

AUS medium 2011 180,136 180,136 180,136

AUS medium 2012 169,480 169,480 169,480

AUS medium 2013 177,265 177,265 177,265

AUS medium 2014 179,224 179,224 179,224

AUS medium 2015 190,081 190,081 190,081

AUS medium 2016 192,010 192,010 192,010

AUS medium 2017 197,962 209,446 186,827

AUS medium 2018 209,740 229,722 190,937

AUS medium 2019 214,536 238,074 190,466

AUS medium 2020 218,941 245,424 192,457

AUS medium 2021 223,181 251,247 196,101

AUS medium 2022 227,515 257,470 199,612

AUS medium 2023 231,809 263,458 202,803

AUS medium 2024 236,115 268,159 205,733

AUS medium 2025 240,480 273,241 208,901

AUS medium 2026 244,981 278,296 212,457

AUS medium 2027 249,608 283,506 215,942

AUS medium 2028 254,468 289,118 219,696

AUS medium 2029 259,532 295,100 223,608

AUS medium 2030 264,620 301,418 227,087

AUS medium 2031 269,804 307,444 230,838

AUS medium 2032 275,039 313,571 234,592

AUS medium 2033 280,292 319,692 238,348

AUS medium 2034 285,791 326,247 242,290

AUS medium 2035 291,474 332,998 246,333

AUS medium 2036 297,226 339,683 250,232

AUS medium 2037 303,023 346,452 254,073

AUS medium 2038 308,881 353,294 257,952

AUS medium 2039 314,876 360,304 261,998

AUS medium 2040 321,022 367,527 266,313

AUS medium 2041 327,317 374,841 270,571

AUS medium 2042 333,686 382,068 274,827

AUS medium 2043 340,207 389,481 279,197

AUS medium 2044 346,860 397,137 283,564

AUS medium 2045 353,652 404,859 287,994

2017 TAF Operations Forecast Scenarios

Page 4



0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

400,000

450,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
s

Fiscal Year

TAF Operations Scenarios

Total Airport Operations (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Airport Operations (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Airport Operations (Baseline)

Page 5


