
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

PHL large 2010 14,826,158 14,826,158 14,826,158

PHL large 2011 14,928,300 14,928,300 14,928,300

PHL large 2012 14,693,141 14,693,141 14,693,141

PHL large 2013 14,715,924 14,715,924 14,715,924

PHL large 2014 14,785,447 14,785,447 14,785,447

PHL large 2015 14,909,340 14,909,340 14,909,340

PHL large 2016 14,848,015 14,848,015 14,848,015

PHL large 2017 14,162,378 14,162,378 14,162,378

PHL large 2018e 15,124,617 15,607,272 14,811,965

PHL large 2019 16,290,231 17,676,428 15,256,179

PHL large 2020 16,602,377 18,186,696 15,288,488

PHL large 2021 16,887,088 18,557,112 15,374,795

PHL large 2022 17,151,926 19,178,188 15,421,204

PHL large 2023 17,406,780 19,801,336 15,444,769

PHL large 2024 17,652,674 20,079,956 15,464,840

PHL large 2025 17,900,440 20,566,340 15,510,319

PHL large 2026 18,147,924 21,049,026 15,558,781

PHL large 2027 18,404,690 21,560,528 15,601,414

PHL large 2028 18,670,108 22,101,658 15,642,213

PHL large 2029 18,947,436 22,731,814 15,676,152

PHL large 2030 19,234,598 23,316,988 15,709,943

PHL large 2031 19,528,136 23,884,608 15,745,454

PHL large 2032 19,824,592 24,443,750 15,793,575

PHL large 2033 20,122,956 25,024,578 15,848,600

PHL large 2034 20,427,248 25,604,094 15,877,855

PHL large 2035 20,730,604 26,163,792 15,879,597

PHL large 2036 21,035,660 26,697,774 15,875,892

PHL large 2037 21,340,926 27,251,520 15,877,805

PHL large 2038 21,648,572 27,829,652 15,891,708

PHL large 2039 21,955,448 28,414,884 15,916,017

PHL large 2040 22,265,068 29,006,070 15,943,053

PHL large 2041 22,569,072 29,545,406 15,968,620

PHL large 2042 22,877,660 30,057,516 15,989,712

PHL large 2043 23,189,266 30,576,898 16,004,601

PHL large 2044 23,505,948 31,086,782 16,015,183

PHL large 2045 23,831,338 31,583,958 16,018,890
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

PHL large 2010 459,858 459,858 459,858

PHL large 2011 452,071 452,071 452,071

PHL large 2012 447,660 447,660 447,660

PHL large 2013 435,166 435,166 435,166

PHL large 2014 420,217 420,217 420,217

PHL large 2015 412,749 412,749 412,749

PHL large 2016 402,013 402,013 402,013

PHL large 2017 371,901 371,901 371,901

PHL large 2018 375,311 389,191 365,199

PHL large 2019 398,800 435,024 370,825

PHL large 2020 397,419 437,757 363,297

PHL large 2021 400,143 442,034 361,812

PHL large 2022 400,331 449,416 357,677

PHL large 2023 398,504 454,569 351,619

PHL large 2024 401,553 457,784 350,209

PHL large 2025 406,713 467,775 351,217

PHL large 2026 411,884 477,578 352,397

PHL large 2027 417,244 487,995 353,431

PHL large 2028 422,789 499,055 354,432

PHL large 2029 428,592 512,020 355,276

PHL large 2030 434,602 524,321 355,821

PHL large 2031 440,739 535,960 356,688

PHL large 2032 446,926 547,412 357,799

PHL large 2033 453,149 559,318 359,055

PHL large 2034 459,508 571,213 359,776

PHL large 2035 465,856 582,753 359,788

PHL large 2036 472,244 593,668 359,808

PHL large 2037 478,648 605,051 359,953

PHL large 2038 485,102 616,929 360,340

PHL large 2039 491,537 628,961 360,937

PHL large 2040 498,032 641,113 361,547

PHL large 2041 504,409 652,155 362,164

PHL large 2042 510,879 662,632 362,700

PHL large 2043 517,415 673,250 363,094

PHL large 2044 524,055 683,663 363,397

PHL large 2045 530,879 693,769 363,529

2018 TAF Operations Forecast Scenarios

Page 4



0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

800,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
s

Fiscal Year

TAF Operations Scenarios

Total Airport Operations (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Airport Operations (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Airport Operations (Baseline)

Page 5


