
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MDW large 2010 8,465,845 8,465,845 8,465,845

MDW large 2011 8,948,150 8,948,150 8,948,150

MDW large 2012 9,390,958 9,390,958 9,390,958

MDW large 2013 9,764,101 9,764,101 9,764,101

MDW large 2014 10,202,117 10,202,117 10,202,117

MDW large 2015 10,745,914 10,745,914 10,745,914

MDW large 2016 10,979,763 10,979,763 10,979,763

MDW large 2017 10,901,387 10,901,387 10,901,387

MDW large 2018e 10,773,708 11,023,355 10,626,465

MDW large 2019 10,566,794 11,327,719 9,974,289

MDW large 2020 10,847,384 11,714,353 10,085,149

MDW large 2021 11,097,603 11,993,612 10,231,151

MDW large 2022 11,330,683 12,452,539 10,328,937

MDW large 2023 11,555,481 12,915,350 10,400,990

MDW large 2024 11,767,265 13,125,866 10,461,001

MDW large 2025 11,980,316 13,495,128 10,534,782

MDW large 2026 12,193,023 13,863,726 10,608,301

MDW large 2027 12,414,751 14,260,817 10,677,677

MDW large 2028 12,647,885 14,693,125 10,746,757

MDW large 2029 12,891,073 15,196,688 10,809,155

MDW large 2030 13,142,780 15,661,545 10,870,373

MDW large 2031 13,400,542 16,115,256 10,934,037

MDW large 2032 13,662,130 16,566,069 11,008,866

MDW large 2033 13,925,299 17,037,470 11,089,916

MDW large 2034 14,193,528 17,510,128 11,148,967

MDW large 2035 14,462,007 17,968,450 11,184,912

MDW large 2036 14,732,632 18,410,452 11,216,344

MDW large 2037 15,005,604 18,871,206 11,253,169

MDW large 2038 15,282,199 19,355,436 11,299,086

MDW large 2039 15,558,800 19,849,368 11,351,904

MDW large 2040 15,834,823 20,345,720 11,403,148

MDW large 2041 16,106,808 20,802,354 11,452,616

MDW large 2042 16,383,387 21,239,074 11,497,863

MDW large 2043 16,664,852 21,686,576 11,537,211

MDW large 2044 16,951,984 22,129,958 11,571,439

MDW large 2045 17,246,500 22,562,670 11,598,029

2018 TAF Enplanements Forecast Scenarios
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MDW large 2010 246,374 246,374 246,374

MDW large 2011 252,511 252,511 252,511

MDW large 2012 252,536 252,536 252,536

MDW large 2013 250,848 250,848 250,848

MDW large 2014 248,913 248,913 248,913

MDW large 2015 254,078 254,078 254,078

MDW large 2016 252,326 252,326 252,326

MDW large 2017 251,692 251,692 251,692

MDW large 2018 245,178 260,258 232,389

MDW large 2019 239,432 268,986 214,895

MDW large 2020 244,379 278,034 214,925

MDW large 2021 248,778 284,128 216,343

MDW large 2022 252,894 293,235 217,226

MDW large 2023 256,897 302,230 217,865

MDW large 2024 260,660 306,325 218,437

MDW large 2025 264,423 313,282 219,335

MDW large 2026 268,180 319,960 220,462

MDW large 2027 272,088 327,145 221,517

MDW large 2028 276,187 334,947 222,555

MDW large 2029 280,452 344,049 223,455

MDW large 2030 284,859 352,999 223,719

MDW large 2031 289,368 361,128 224,650

MDW large 2032 293,937 369,184 225,793

MDW large 2033 298,534 377,615 227,065

MDW large 2034 303,218 386,052 227,934

MDW large 2035 307,909 394,348 228,140

MDW large 2036 312,638 402,202 228,507

MDW large 2037 317,406 410,397 228,975

MDW large 2038 322,239 419,017 229,612

MDW large 2039 327,077 427,811 230,385

MDW large 2040 331,910 436,628 231,025

MDW large 2041 336,676 444,746 231,754

MDW large 2042 341,521 452,484 232,405

MDW large 2043 346,448 460,404 232,946

MDW large 2044 351,470 468,237 233,393

MDW large 2045 356,618 475,778 233,643

2018 TAF Operations Forecast Scenarios
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