
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

SAT medium 2010 3,886,263 3,886,263 3,886,263

SAT medium 2011 3,967,764 3,967,764 3,967,764

SAT medium 2012 4,035,142 4,035,142 4,035,142

SAT medium 2013 3,998,343 3,998,343 3,998,343

SAT medium 2014 4,049,550 4,049,550 4,049,550

SAT medium 2015 4,057,345 4,057,345 4,057,345

SAT medium 2016 4,153,445 4,153,445 4,153,445

SAT medium 2017 4,227,457 4,227,457 4,227,457

SAT medium 2018 4,339,293 4,493,150 4,227,161

SAT medium 2019 4,439,967 4,689,562 4,209,525

SAT medium 2020 4,541,745 4,827,709 4,243,584

SAT medium 2021 4,643,721 4,955,419 4,310,852

SAT medium 2022 4,743,290 5,048,580 4,377,314

SAT medium 2023 4,841,395 5,143,878 4,422,864

SAT medium 2024 4,936,348 5,231,237 4,462,892

SAT medium 2025 5,034,736 5,388,144 4,516,183

SAT medium 2026 5,140,204 5,558,932 4,576,325

SAT medium 2027 5,245,073 5,663,963 4,629,327

SAT medium 2028 5,351,777 5,809,839 4,684,102

SAT medium 2029 5,461,258 5,956,016 4,742,543

SAT medium 2030 5,571,279 6,106,195 4,799,359

SAT medium 2031 5,680,698 6,251,267 4,852,886

SAT medium 2032 5,791,138 6,411,237 4,903,534

SAT medium 2033 5,903,904 6,575,719 4,956,690

SAT medium 2034 6,021,644 6,743,370 5,015,041

SAT medium 2035 6,144,392 6,911,791 5,077,099

SAT medium 2036 6,266,363 7,078,136 5,132,164

SAT medium 2037 6,387,813 7,241,238 5,181,025

SAT medium 2038 6,509,069 7,403,154 5,226,458

SAT medium 2039 6,630,665 7,562,141 5,269,814

SAT medium 2040 6,753,592 7,727,287 5,312,918

SAT medium 2041 6,874,723 7,893,827 5,355,896

SAT medium 2042 6,998,580 8,062,012 5,401,841

SAT medium 2043 7,125,521 8,237,784 5,450,666

SAT medium 2044 7,255,370 8,407,307 5,499,598

SAT medium 2045 7,386,309 8,570,671 5,547,018
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

SAT medium 2010 178,488 178,488 178,488

SAT medium 2011 179,203 179,203 179,203

SAT medium 2012 178,382 178,382 178,382

SAT medium 2013 178,897 178,897 178,897

SAT medium 2014 173,414 173,414 173,414

SAT medium 2015 170,260 170,260 170,260

SAT medium 2016 165,352 165,352 165,352

SAT medium 2017 166,297 166,297 166,297

SAT medium 2018 168,969 184,332 155,020

SAT medium 2019 171,425 195,602 148,250

SAT medium 2020 173,901 201,721 146,289

SAT medium 2021 176,380 206,444 146,292

SAT medium 2022 178,797 209,721 146,925

SAT medium 2023 181,164 212,660 147,413

SAT medium 2024 183,463 215,189 147,998

SAT medium 2025 185,828 219,214 149,020

SAT medium 2026 188,335 223,476 150,260

SAT medium 2027 190,831 226,121 151,410

SAT medium 2028 193,364 229,559 152,737

SAT medium 2029 195,953 233,002 154,145

SAT medium 2030 198,556 236,547 155,516

SAT medium 2031 201,149 239,956 156,821

SAT medium 2032 203,766 243,912 157,860

SAT medium 2033 206,430 247,780 159,147

SAT medium 2034 209,194 251,707 160,537

SAT medium 2035 212,058 255,635 161,999

SAT medium 2036 214,911 259,507 163,312

SAT medium 2037 217,757 263,234 164,554

SAT medium 2038 220,601 267,003 165,653

SAT medium 2039 223,455 270,709 166,705

SAT medium 2040 226,337 274,551 167,745

SAT medium 2041 229,188 278,440 168,796

SAT medium 2042 232,093 282,251 170,017

SAT medium 2043 235,060 286,337 171,187

SAT medium 2044 238,087 290,270 172,356

SAT medium 2045 241,138 294,047 173,490
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