
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

RDU medium 2010 4,440,288 4,440,288 4,440,288

RDU medium 2011 4,471,825 4,471,825 4,471,825

RDU medium 2012 4,488,615 4,488,615 4,488,615

RDU medium 2013 4,469,244 4,469,244 4,469,244

RDU medium 2014 4,616,354 4,616,354 4,616,354

RDU medium 2015 4,820,903 4,820,903 4,820,903

RDU medium 2016 5,333,467 5,333,467 5,333,467

RDU medium 2017 5,795,477 5,795,477 5,795,477

RDU medium 2018 5,948,191 6,145,240 5,811,867

RDU medium 2019 6,087,622 6,410,658 5,795,276

RDU medium 2020 6,226,143 6,585,815 5,847,998

RDU medium 2021 6,364,574 6,745,774 5,944,377

RDU medium 2022 6,500,809 6,860,772 6,042,132

RDU medium 2023 6,637,150 6,982,610 6,112,672

RDU medium 2024 6,770,388 7,095,513 6,174,822

RDU medium 2025 6,906,650 7,305,709 6,252,959

RDU medium 2026 7,050,765 7,532,959 6,339,619

RDU medium 2027 7,193,485 7,664,948 6,416,031

RDU medium 2028 7,337,359 7,854,363 6,492,882

RDU medium 2029 7,485,780 8,046,206 6,574,372

RDU medium 2030 7,634,767 8,244,176 6,652,580

RDU medium 2031 7,784,167 8,435,631 6,726,928

RDU medium 2032 7,934,227 8,647,799 6,796,746

RDU medium 2033 8,085,523 8,863,335 6,867,853

RDU medium 2034 8,241,867 9,080,597 6,944,688

RDU medium 2035 8,405,252 9,299,963 7,027,827

RDU medium 2036 8,569,484 9,517,851 7,103,264

RDU medium 2037 8,733,263 9,731,901 7,169,883

RDU medium 2038 8,898,396 9,946,326 7,232,800

RDU medium 2039 9,064,568 10,155,868 7,292,862

RDU medium 2040 9,233,434 10,374,155 7,353,382

RDU medium 2041 9,400,929 10,595,420 7,414,298

RDU medium 2042 9,566,708 10,812,641 7,474,847

RDU medium 2043 9,735,432 11,038,275 7,537,974

RDU medium 2044 9,908,406 11,254,634 7,602,250

RDU medium 2045 10,084,658 11,463,896 7,665,649
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

RDU medium 2010 187,007 187,007 187,007

RDU medium 2011 191,469 191,469 191,469

RDU medium 2012 191,409 191,409 191,409

RDU medium 2013 184,522 184,522 184,522

RDU medium 2014 184,263 184,263 184,263

RDU medium 2015 180,990 180,990 180,990

RDU medium 2016 190,655 190,655 190,655

RDU medium 2017 196,757 196,757 196,757

RDU medium 2018 199,057 214,911 184,821

RDU medium 2019 200,892 225,050 177,662

RDU medium 2020 202,736 230,220 175,057

RDU medium 2021 204,687 234,108 174,608

RDU medium 2022 207,019 236,902 175,120

RDU medium 2023 210,000 240,274 175,894

RDU medium 2024 213,124 243,457 176,893

RDU medium 2025 216,328 248,679 178,445

RDU medium 2026 219,706 254,187 180,266

RDU medium 2027 223,054 257,481 181,927

RDU medium 2028 226,428 261,942 183,739

RDU medium 2029 229,905 266,470 185,648

RDU medium 2030 233,398 271,137 187,486

RDU medium 2031 236,902 275,645 189,240

RDU medium 2032 240,421 280,782 190,699

RDU medium 2033 243,967 285,836 192,383

RDU medium 2034 247,626 290,937 194,189

RDU medium 2035 251,440 296,088 196,127

RDU medium 2036 255,273 301,204 197,898

RDU medium 2037 259,096 306,141 199,552

RDU medium 2038 262,953 311,170 201,058

RDU medium 2039 266,834 316,093 202,499

RDU medium 2040 270,775 321,217 203,949

RDU medium 2041 274,688 326,404 205,412

RDU medium 2042 278,564 331,382 206,975

RDU medium 2043 282,506 336,661 208,482

RDU medium 2044 286,542 341,747 210,014

RDU medium 2045 290,652 346,676 211,528
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