
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

ORD large 2010 31,947,532 31,947,532 31,947,532

ORD large 2011 31,825,620 31,825,620 31,825,620

ORD large 2012 32,256,202 32,256,202 32,256,202

ORD large 2013 31,973,296 31,973,296 31,973,296

ORD large 2014 33,457,900 33,457,900 33,457,900

ORD large 2015 35,726,568 35,726,568 35,726,568

ORD large 2016 37,404,528 37,404,528 37,404,528

ORD large 2017 38,549,160 38,549,160 38,549,160

ORD large 2018 39,368,452 41,099,756 38,061,084

ORD large 2019 40,121,964 42,870,916 37,697,264

ORD large 2020 40,863,824 44,084,436 37,766,444

ORD large 2021 41,587,600 45,166,076 38,093,804

ORD large 2022 42,292,196 45,976,172 38,442,896

ORD large 2023 42,987,556 46,796,544 38,649,864

ORD large 2024 43,657,076 47,551,552 38,811,096

ORD large 2025 44,342,352 48,848,236 39,069,876

ORD large 2026 45,075,176 50,240,864 39,384,020

ORD large 2027 45,805,688 51,112,728 39,651,632

ORD large 2028 46,541,596 52,300,212 39,930,004

ORD large 2029 47,300,992 53,498,888 40,238,108

ORD large 2030 48,057,700 54,720,244 40,528,036

ORD large 2031 48,811,544 55,897,964 40,798,680

ORD large 2032 49,566,880 57,187,504 41,056,216

ORD large 2033 50,328,228 58,495,140 41,324,020

ORD large 2034 51,112,064 59,809,856 41,620,436

ORD large 2035 51,925,104 61,126,208 41,941,844

ORD large 2036 52,740,696 62,432,400 42,228,916

ORD large 2037 53,544,296 63,710,436 42,467,868

ORD large 2038 54,355,968 64,990,600 42,689,700

ORD large 2039 55,172,212 66,245,956 42,896,516

ORD large 2040 55,988,088 67,533,448 43,095,116

ORD large 2041 56,795,716 68,833,616 43,299,764

ORD large 2042 57,607,536 70,129,136 43,514,332

ORD large 2043 58,437,156 71,475,048 43,745,864

ORD large 2044 59,281,472 72,764,152 43,979,876

ORD large 2045 60,134,280 74,007,968 44,208,064
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

ORD large 2010 867,707 867,707 867,707

ORD large 2011 884,220 884,220 884,220

ORD large 2012 879,302 879,302 879,302

ORD large 2013 877,529 877,529 877,529

ORD large 2014 879,142 879,142 879,142

ORD large 2015 880,804 880,804 880,804

ORD large 2016 872,332 872,332 872,332

ORD large 2017 867,689 867,689 867,689

ORD large 2018 859,884 894,914 833,731

ORD large 2019 847,751 901,306 800,188

ORD large 2020 836,122 896,291 777,312

ORD large 2021 826,139 890,485 762,059

ORD large 2022 823,518 887,344 754,607

ORD large 2023 832,311 897,044 754,992

ORD large 2024 844,285 909,314 757,882

ORD large 2025 856,760 932,388 762,960

ORD large 2026 870,198 957,294 769,185

ORD large 2027 883,589 971,792 774,477

ORD large 2028 897,092 992,559 779,983

ORD large 2029 911,061 1,013,502 786,066

ORD large 2030 924,987 1,034,900 791,769

ORD large 2031 938,847 1,055,412 797,035

ORD large 2032 952,713 1,078,138 801,854

ORD large 2033 966,702 1,101,158 806,943

ORD large 2034 981,167 1,124,323 812,635

ORD large 2035 996,215 1,147,495 818,831

ORD large 2036 1,011,297 1,170,446 824,282

ORD large 2037 1,026,139 1,192,850 828,741

ORD large 2038 1,041,128 1,215,247 832,888

ORD large 2039 1,056,204 1,237,116 836,740

ORD large 2040 1,071,277 1,259,626 840,438

ORD large 2041 1,086,162 1,282,339 844,223

ORD large 2042 1,101,104 1,304,892 848,178

ORD large 2043 1,116,384 1,328,380 852,483

ORD large 2044 1,131,946 1,350,723 856,809

ORD large 2045 1,147,677 1,372,155 860,989
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