
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MSY medium 2010 4,000,460 4,000,460 4,000,460

MSY medium 2011 4,255,640 4,255,640 4,255,640

MSY medium 2012 4,276,047 4,276,047 4,276,047

MSY medium 2013 4,479,535 4,479,535 4,479,535

MSY medium 2014 4,785,909 4,785,909 4,785,909

MSY medium 2015 5,230,106 5,230,106 5,230,106

MSY medium 2016 5,479,922 5,479,922 5,479,922

MSY medium 2017 5,762,581 5,762,581 5,762,581

MSY medium 2018 5,898,543 6,080,151 5,775,391

MSY medium 2019 6,016,258 6,309,480 5,751,420

MSY medium 2020 6,130,972 6,458,034 5,788,486

MSY medium 2021 6,241,933 6,590,069 5,861,793

MSY medium 2022 6,348,942 6,674,741 5,935,471

MSY medium 2023 6,453,835 6,764,669 5,980,977

MSY medium 2024 6,551,214 6,839,590 6,014,694

MSY medium 2025 6,651,824 7,011,170 6,064,364

MSY medium 2026 6,761,155 7,201,288 6,123,188

MSY medium 2027 6,866,329 7,295,022 6,169,434

MSY medium 2028 6,975,739 7,448,122 6,219,351

MSY medium 2029 7,088,451 7,601,845 6,272,785

MSY medium 2030 7,200,432 7,759,818 6,321,766

MSY medium 2031 7,310,139 7,908,906 6,365,231

MSY medium 2032 7,419,360 8,076,450 6,403,494

MSY medium 2033 7,529,813 8,247,567 6,443,835

MSY medium 2034 7,643,568 8,418,771 6,488,770

MSY medium 2035 7,762,047 8,588,940 6,537,649

MSY medium 2036 7,880,376 8,756,941 6,578,610

MSY medium 2037 7,997,720 8,921,020 6,611,662

MSY medium 2038 8,115,126 9,083,929 6,640,920

MSY medium 2039 8,233,688 9,243,018 6,668,238

MSY medium 2040 8,352,995 9,408,476 6,694,741

MSY medium 2041 8,469,757 9,574,942 6,720,996

MSY medium 2042 8,587,155 9,739,921 6,749,188

MSY medium 2043 8,707,561 9,913,012 6,780,895

MSY medium 2044 8,829,159 10,074,923 6,811,520

MSY medium 2045 8,952,435 10,228,980 6,840,790
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MSY medium 2010 118,631 118,631 118,631

MSY medium 2011 123,278 123,278 123,278

MSY medium 2012 121,615 121,615 121,615

MSY medium 2013 125,858 125,858 125,858

MSY medium 2014 125,947 125,947 125,947

MSY medium 2015 129,278 129,278 129,278

MSY medium 2016 133,506 133,506 133,506

MSY medium 2017 136,406 136,406 136,406

MSY medium 2018 139,138 146,096 133,427

MSY medium 2019 141,533 152,143 131,513

MSY medium 2020 143,870 155,891 131,553

MSY medium 2021 146,134 159,014 132,627

MSY medium 2022 148,315 161,012 133,852

MSY medium 2023 150,445 163,019 134,584

MSY medium 2024 152,432 164,681 135,145

MSY medium 2025 154,481 168,276 136,063

MSY medium 2026 156,693 172,208 137,166

MSY medium 2027 158,827 174,166 138,046

MSY medium 2028 161,041 177,295 139,032

MSY medium 2029 163,317 180,434 140,083

MSY medium 2030 165,580 183,658 141,047

MSY medium 2031 167,803 186,706 141,907

MSY medium 2032 170,016 190,173 142,613

MSY medium 2033 172,252 193,662 143,408

MSY medium 2034 174,551 197,147 144,289

MSY medium 2035 176,939 200,608 145,247

MSY medium 2036 179,325 204,025 146,048

MSY medium 2037 181,691 207,343 146,709

MSY medium 2038 184,060 210,658 147,283

MSY medium 2039 186,451 213,889 147,814

MSY medium 2040 188,856 217,250 148,327

MSY medium 2041 191,217 220,635 148,844

MSY medium 2042 193,589 223,959 149,424

MSY medium 2043 196,018 227,474 150,047

MSY medium 2044 198,471 230,764 150,651

MSY medium 2045 200,956 233,895 151,227
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