
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MDW large 2010 8,465,845 8,465,845 8,465,845

MDW large 2011 8,948,150 8,948,150 8,948,150

MDW large 2012 9,390,958 9,390,958 9,390,958

MDW large 2013 9,764,101 9,764,101 9,764,101

MDW large 2014 10,202,117 10,202,117 10,202,117

MDW large 2015 10,745,909 10,745,909 10,745,909

MDW large 2016 11,021,575 11,021,575 11,021,575

MDW large 2017 11,742,618 11,742,618 11,742,618

MDW large 2018 12,023,195 12,426,891 11,737,573

MDW large 2019 12,280,471 12,936,321 11,682,195

MDW large 2020 12,534,110 13,279,620 11,759,139

MDW large 2021 12,781,755 13,584,467 11,919,595

MDW large 2022 13,022,405 13,799,713 12,080,285

MDW large 2023 13,259,552 14,021,136 12,182,916

MDW large 2024 13,487,335 14,223,284 12,266,759

MDW large 2025 13,721,679 14,617,412 12,383,312

MDW large 2026 13,971,737 15,042,322 12,516,460

MDW large 2027 14,221,400 15,286,302 12,631,153

MDW large 2028 14,472,956 15,642,372 12,746,885

MDW large 2029 14,732,779 16,001,787 12,872,254

MDW large 2030 14,991,516 16,369,361 12,989,284

MDW large 2031 15,249,532 16,722,619 13,097,126

MDW large 2032 15,507,834 17,114,464 13,194,917

MDW large 2033 15,768,142 17,512,570 13,295,600

MDW large 2034 16,036,505 17,912,852 13,406,165

MDW large 2035 16,315,084 18,313,214 13,524,888

MDW large 2036 16,594,567 18,710,230 13,628,156

MDW large 2037 16,869,520 19,097,436 13,712,898

MDW large 2038 17,147,288 19,485,264 13,791,340

MDW large 2039 17,426,920 19,864,456 13,864,506

MDW large 2040 17,705,896 20,254,842 13,934,234

MDW large 2041 17,982,016 20,649,768 14,005,027

MDW large 2042 18,258,812 21,041,690 14,078,612

MDW large 2043 18,541,784 21,450,014 14,157,737

MDW large 2044 18,830,524 21,838,714 14,236,658

MDW large 2045 19,122,360 22,211,694 14,311,514
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MDW large 2010 246,374 246,374 246,374

MDW large 2011 252,511 252,511 252,511

MDW large 2012 252,536 252,536 252,536

MDW large 2013 250,848 250,848 250,848

MDW large 2014 248,913 248,913 248,913

MDW large 2015 254,078 254,078 254,078

MDW large 2016 252,326 252,326 252,326

MDW large 2017 250,826 250,826 250,826

MDW large 2018 255,649 274,165 239,906

MDW large 2019 260,102 288,839 234,708

MDW large 2020 264,497 297,107 234,179

MDW large 2021 268,799 303,699 235,876

MDW large 2022 272,988 308,241 237,959

MDW large 2023 277,124 312,672 239,287

MDW large 2024 281,109 316,613 240,423

MDW large 2025 285,194 323,783 242,183

MDW large 2026 289,524 331,429 244,240

MDW large 2027 293,849 335,865 246,022

MDW large 2028 298,200 342,077 247,972

MDW large 2029 302,677 348,334 250,068

MDW large 2030 307,136 354,734 252,026

MDW large 2031 311,584 360,872 253,835

MDW large 2032 316,031 368,008 255,048

MDW large 2033 320,507 374,910 256,723

MDW large 2034 325,108 381,841 258,554

MDW large 2035 329,869 388,760 260,510

MDW large 2036 334,643 395,609 262,205

MDW large 2037 339,340 402,332 263,401

MDW large 2038 344,083 409,005 264,679

MDW large 2039 348,855 415,531 265,860

MDW large 2040 353,613 422,242 266,983

MDW large 2041 358,328 429,032 268,133

MDW large 2042 363,051 435,727 269,229

MDW large 2043 367,867 442,733 270,507

MDW large 2044 372,773 449,390 271,772

MDW large 2045 377,726 455,770 272,969

2016 TAF Operations Forecast Scenarios

Page 4



0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

400,000

450,000

500,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
s 

Fiscal Year 

TAF Operations Scenarios 

Total Airport Operations (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Airport Operations (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Airport Operations (Baseline)

Page 5


