
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MCI medium 2010 4,930,589 4,930,589 4,930,589

MCI medium 2011 4,989,836 4,989,836 4,989,836

MCI medium 2012 4,941,361 4,941,361 4,941,361

MCI medium 2013 4,800,493 4,800,493 4,800,493

MCI medium 2014 4,925,002 4,925,002 4,925,002

MCI medium 2015 5,103,973 5,103,973 5,103,973

MCI medium 2016 5,356,967 5,356,967 5,356,967

MCI medium 2017 6,028,151 6,028,151 6,028,151

MCI medium 2018 6,160,234 6,355,620 6,023,604

MCI medium 2019 6,278,784 6,593,414 5,989,898

MCI medium 2020 6,395,409 6,747,299 6,022,999

MCI medium 2021 6,512,697 6,886,387 6,102,889

MCI medium 2022 6,626,015 6,976,696 6,182,908

MCI medium 2023 6,736,568 7,069,924 6,231,703

MCI medium 2024 6,842,168 7,151,884 6,270,347

MCI medium 2025 6,950,689 7,334,585 6,325,677

MCI medium 2026 7,068,543 7,535,310 6,390,985

MCI medium 2027 7,187,185 7,640,717 6,447,480

MCI medium 2028 7,306,279 7,804,555 6,504,014

MCI medium 2029 7,428,755 7,969,257 6,564,652

MCI medium 2030 7,552,271 8,140,465 6,622,045

MCI medium 2031 7,674,206 8,302,794 6,673,438

MCI medium 2032 7,796,920 8,485,996 6,720,058

MCI medium 2033 7,920,576 8,672,351 6,768,137

MCI medium 2034 8,049,155 8,860,370 6,822,107

MCI medium 2035 8,184,226 9,049,397 6,881,621

MCI medium 2036 8,320,448 9,237,125 6,933,461

MCI medium 2037 8,454,108 9,419,349 6,975,201

MCI medium 2038 8,588,983 9,601,448 7,013,351

MCI medium 2039 8,726,523 9,780,643 7,050,144

MCI medium 2040 8,864,826 9,966,647 7,085,912

MCI medium 2041 9,001,801 10,155,253 7,122,277

MCI medium 2042 9,141,347 10,344,561 7,161,806

MCI medium 2043 9,285,020 10,543,208 7,204,872

MCI medium 2044 9,432,402 10,731,910 7,248,259

MCI medium 2045 9,582,203 10,912,570 7,289,984
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MCI medium 2010 145,573 145,573 145,573

MCI medium 2011 143,848 143,848 143,848

MCI medium 2012 135,943 135,943 135,943

MCI medium 2013 129,238 129,238 129,238

MCI medium 2014 127,303 127,303 127,303

MCI medium 2015 120,942 120,942 120,942

MCI medium 2016 121,394 121,394 121,394

MCI medium 2017 129,127 129,127 129,127

MCI medium 2018 132,293 137,160 128,666

MCI medium 2019 135,243 142,787 128,272

MCI medium 2020 138,137 146,635 129,303

MCI medium 2021 141,005 150,065 131,294

MCI medium 2022 143,635 152,297 133,182

MCI medium 2023 145,980 154,321 134,251

MCI medium 2024 148,165 156,044 135,070

MCI medium 2025 150,405 159,801 136,221

MCI medium 2026 152,832 163,919 137,575

MCI medium 2027 155,274 166,103 138,754

MCI medium 2028 157,725 169,464 139,943

MCI medium 2029 160,245 172,840 141,219

MCI medium 2030 162,787 176,348 142,433

MCI medium 2031 165,300 179,677 143,522

MCI medium 2032 167,826 183,440 144,502

MCI medium 2033 170,371 187,249 145,521

MCI medium 2034 173,015 191,095 146,662

MCI medium 2035 175,789 194,960 147,914

MCI medium 2036 178,587 198,800 149,013

MCI medium 2037 181,333 202,524 149,915

MCI medium 2038 184,105 206,251 150,741

MCI medium 2039 186,931 209,925 151,540

MCI medium 2040 189,771 213,729 152,319

MCI medium 2041 192,588 217,588 153,114

MCI medium 2042 195,455 221,452 153,977

MCI medium 2043 198,404 225,507 154,902

MCI medium 2044 201,427 229,365 155,836

MCI medium 2045 204,499 233,062 156,738
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