
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

IAH large 2010 19,351,502 19,351,502 19,351,502

IAH large 2011 19,491,854 19,491,854 19,491,854

IAH large 2012 19,152,892 19,152,892 19,152,892

IAH large 2013 18,821,428 18,821,428 18,821,428

IAH large 2014 19,493,160 19,493,160 19,493,160

IAH large 2015 20,346,164 20,346,164 20,346,164

IAH large 2016 20,399,366 20,399,366 20,399,366

IAH large 2017 19,485,930 19,485,930 19,485,930

IAH large 2018 20,077,590 20,937,798 19,386,684

IAH large 2019 20,634,084 22,012,002 19,346,588

IAH large 2020 21,182,490 22,813,336 19,519,168

IAH large 2021 21,728,080 23,558,030 19,824,944

IAH large 2022 22,264,768 24,173,448 20,142,962

IAH large 2023 22,796,146 24,792,630 20,389,234

IAH large 2024 23,315,424 25,379,292 20,614,278

IAH large 2025 23,843,540 26,219,404 20,884,800

IAH large 2026 24,394,628 27,108,024 21,179,430

IAH large 2027 24,944,304 27,753,336 21,450,182

IAH large 2028 25,497,660 28,547,348 21,723,846

IAH large 2029 26,060,584 29,342,988 22,008,868

IAH large 2030 26,625,154 30,154,004 22,288,008

IAH large 2031 27,192,040 30,951,632 22,558,922

IAH large 2032 27,759,934 31,801,020 22,815,342

IAH large 2033 28,332,314 32,662,654 23,075,696

IAH large 2034 28,920,230 33,534,666 23,351,524

IAH large 2035 29,526,664 34,411,860 23,639,626

IAH large 2036 30,136,888 35,289,096 23,907,746

IAH large 2037 30,740,964 36,150,776 24,149,644

IAH large 2038 31,346,264 37,010,400 24,378,788

IAH large 2039 31,955,256 37,862,512 24,600,370

IAH large 2040 32,567,968 38,736,608 24,819,150

IAH large 2041 33,177,004 39,619,188 25,038,304

IAH large 2042 33,792,100 40,504,904 25,263,934

IAH large 2043 34,417,316 41,418,036 25,497,038

IAH large 2044 35,052,136 42,308,908 25,728,950

IAH large 2045 35,692,784 43,180,492 25,955,520

2016 TAF Enplanements Forecast Scenarios

Page 2



0

5,000,000

10,000,000

15,000,000

20,000,000

25,000,000

30,000,000

35,000,000

40,000,000

45,000,000

50,000,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

En
p

la
n

e
m

e
n

t 
Le

ve
l 

Fiscal Year 

TAF Enplanements Scenarios 

Total Enplanements (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Baseline)

Page 3



Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

IAH large 2010 531,537 531,537 531,537

IAH large 2011 532,121 532,121 532,121

IAH large 2012 517,405 517,405 517,405

IAH large 2013 503,937 503,937 503,937

IAH large 2014 503,902 503,902 503,902

IAH large 2015 507,534 507,534 507,534

IAH large 2016 479,778 479,778 479,778

IAH large 2017 453,996 453,996 453,996

IAH large 2018 458,451 479,938 441,953

IAH large 2019 461,260 494,553 431,616

IAH large 2020 464,110 502,497 426,912

IAH large 2021 467,479 509,539 425,935

IAH large 2022 473,078 516,280 427,559

IAH large 2023 482,178 527,046 431,003

IAH large 2024 492,087 538,178 435,050

IAH large 2025 502,229 554,630 440,228

IAH large 2026 512,828 572,012 445,933

IAH large 2027 523,366 584,105 451,121

IAH large 2028 533,980 599,334 456,417

IAH large 2029 544,773 614,557 461,944

IAH large 2030 555,583 630,066 467,339

IAH large 2031 566,416 645,244 472,546

IAH large 2032 577,251 661,591 477,326

IAH large 2033 588,159 678,066 482,305

IAH large 2034 599,370 694,712 487,606

IAH large 2035 610,949 711,416 493,167

IAH large 2036 622,584 728,077 498,294

IAH large 2037 634,087 744,406 502,819

IAH large 2038 645,600 760,639 507,128

IAH large 2039 657,176 776,676 511,280

IAH large 2040 668,822 793,159 515,384

IAH large 2041 680,369 809,786 519,488

IAH large 2042 692,034 826,432 523,709

IAH large 2043 703,901 843,643 528,131

IAH large 2044 715,951 860,330 532,524

IAH large 2045 728,111 876,572 536,806
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