
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

HOU medium 2010 4,263,633 4,263,633 4,263,633

HOU medium 2011 4,646,710 4,646,710 4,646,710

HOU medium 2012 5,001,753 5,001,753 5,001,753

HOU medium 2013 5,213,512 5,213,512 5,213,512

HOU medium 2014 5,796,332 5,796,332 5,796,332

HOU medium 2015 5,765,544 5,765,544 5,765,544

HOU medium 2016 6,270,477 6,270,477 6,270,477

HOU medium 2017 6,545,610 6,545,610 6,545,610

HOU medium 2018 6,726,858 6,929,130 6,588,826

HOU medium 2019 6,892,667 7,228,443 6,583,101

HOU medium 2020 7,056,026 7,430,595 6,651,384

HOU medium 2021 7,218,072 7,615,437 6,770,277

HOU medium 2022 7,376,118 7,746,514 6,888,396

HOU medium 2023 7,531,960 7,882,379 6,971,979

HOU medium 2024 7,682,670 8,005,840 7,044,572

HOU medium 2025 7,838,128 8,245,032 7,136,752

HOU medium 2026 8,003,257 8,505,370 7,238,533

HOU medium 2027 8,166,832 8,655,162 7,327,977

HOU medium 2028 8,332,500 8,873,127 7,418,863

HOU medium 2029 8,501,939 9,090,922 7,514,972

HOU medium 2030 8,671,915 9,315,089 7,608,665

HOU medium 2031 8,843,046 9,533,353 7,698,972

HOU medium 2032 9,014,387 9,774,781 7,782,811

HOU medium 2033 9,187,563 10,021,246 7,868,794

HOU medium 2034 9,367,846 10,271,707 7,962,603

HOU medium 2035 9,556,616 10,523,685 8,062,813

HOU medium 2036 9,746,797 10,775,474 8,153,887

HOU medium 2037 9,934,740 11,020,565 8,233,148

HOU medium 2038 10,122,768 11,263,958 8,306,756

HOU medium 2039 10,312,335 11,502,883 8,377,412

HOU medium 2040 10,503,566 11,751,370 8,447,228

HOU medium 2041 10,692,821 12,003,358 8,517,337

HOU medium 2042 10,885,611 12,256,962 8,591,658

HOU medium 2043 11,083,068 12,522,460 8,670,386

HOU medium 2044 11,284,938 12,776,641 8,748,996

HOU medium 2045 11,489,044 13,020,824 8,825,205
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

HOU medium 2010 201,244 201,244 201,244

HOU medium 2011 201,409 201,409 201,409

HOU medium 2012 197,204 197,204 197,204

HOU medium 2013 202,561 202,561 202,561

HOU medium 2014 206,431 206,431 206,431

HOU medium 2015 199,590 199,590 199,590

HOU medium 2016 202,871 202,871 202,871

HOU medium 2017 206,661 206,661 206,661

HOU medium 2018 210,309 227,986 193,999

HOU medium 2019 213,658 241,922 185,904

HOU medium 2020 216,966 249,430 183,887

HOU medium 2021 220,248 255,202 184,279

HOU medium 2022 223,452 259,151 185,383

HOU medium 2023 226,610 262,770 186,216

HOU medium 2024 229,668 265,874 187,110

HOU medium 2025 232,824 271,149 188,572

HOU medium 2026 236,174 276,751 190,318

HOU medium 2027 239,494 280,033 191,912

HOU medium 2028 242,861 284,513 193,721

HOU medium 2029 246,304 288,997 195,627

HOU medium 2030 249,762 293,611 197,493

HOU medium 2031 253,245 298,101 199,298

HOU medium 2032 256,734 303,297 200,738

HOU medium 2033 260,262 308,355 202,463

HOU medium 2034 263,935 313,508 204,338

HOU medium 2035 267,780 318,708 206,334

HOU medium 2036 271,657 323,885 208,160

HOU medium 2037 275,492 328,839 209,854

HOU medium 2038 279,333 333,839 211,360

HOU medium 2039 283,207 338,758 212,804

HOU medium 2040 287,118 343,879 214,235

HOU medium 2041 290,991 349,063 215,677

HOU medium 2042 294,939 354,145 217,341

HOU medium 2043 298,981 359,617 218,953

HOU medium 2044 303,113 364,866 220,564

HOU medium 2045 307,292 369,919 222,137
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