
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DTW large 2010 15,336,122 15,336,122 15,336,122

DTW large 2011 15,720,133 15,720,133 15,720,133

DTW large 2012 15,676,924 15,676,924 15,676,924

DTW large 2013 15,624,114 15,624,114 15,624,114

DTW large 2014 15,776,910 15,776,910 15,776,910

DTW large 2015 16,009,736 16,009,736 16,009,736

DTW large 2016 16,793,468 16,793,468 16,793,468

DTW large 2017 17,131,624 17,131,624 17,131,624

DTW large 2018 17,459,396 18,233,754 16,904,590

DTW large 2019 17,748,536 18,962,468 16,698,260

DTW large 2020 18,035,414 19,438,278 16,695,385

DTW large 2021 18,317,186 19,856,698 16,814,694

DTW large 2022 18,586,904 20,140,556 16,945,728

DTW large 2023 18,849,256 20,430,178 17,008,928

DTW large 2024 19,102,698 20,691,998 17,064,998

DTW large 2025 19,362,546 21,209,226 17,168,838

DTW large 2026 19,647,414 21,773,452 17,300,972

DTW large 2027 19,932,676 22,091,344 17,411,592

DTW large 2028 20,217,246 22,554,766 17,522,290

DTW large 2029 20,510,212 23,019,838 17,643,456

DTW large 2030 20,802,750 23,496,828 17,756,398

DTW large 2031 21,093,064 23,952,372 17,859,738

DTW large 2032 21,385,840 24,462,448 17,956,264

DTW large 2033 21,680,648 24,979,326 18,057,554

DTW large 2034 21,987,128 25,498,074 18,173,228

DTW large 2035 22,308,736 26,017,524 18,301,802

DTW large 2036 22,630,166 26,526,144 18,411,064

DTW large 2037 22,944,096 27,014,346 18,494,740

DTW large 2038 23,263,528 27,504,840 18,572,048

DTW large 2039 23,586,592 27,983,464 18,643,556

DTW large 2040 23,913,136 28,480,408 18,714,078

DTW large 2041 24,233,700 28,980,970 18,784,936

DTW large 2042 24,556,732 29,478,424 18,862,652

DTW large 2043 24,888,684 29,995,416 18,950,686

DTW large 2044 25,228,426 30,486,406 19,040,978

DTW large 2045 25,572,064 30,955,784 19,126,816

2016 TAF Enplanements Forecast Scenarios
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DTW large 2010 445,500 445,500 445,500

DTW large 2011 447,045 447,045 447,045

DTW large 2012 432,683 432,683 432,683

DTW large 2013 425,623 425,623 425,623

DTW large 2014 399,896 399,896 399,896

DTW large 2015 380,160 380,160 380,160

DTW large 2016 392,383 392,383 392,383

DTW large 2017 398,060 398,060 398,060

DTW large 2018 397,965 416,160 384,786

DTW large 2019 396,080 423,700 371,704

DTW large 2020 394,431 425,443 364,176

DTW large 2021 393,312 426,411 360,317

DTW large 2022 394,447 426,813 359,106

DTW large 2023 399,165 431,484 359,733

DTW large 2024 404,823 436,702 361,112

DTW large 2025 410,669 447,835 363,602

DTW large 2026 417,087 460,036 366,732

DTW large 2027 423,521 466,512 369,368

DTW large 2028 429,930 476,347 372,015

DTW large 2029 436,525 486,205 374,884

DTW large 2030 443,105 496,340 377,551

DTW large 2031 449,626 505,961 379,956

DTW large 2032 456,176 516,860 382,089

DTW large 2033 462,766 527,854 384,383

DTW large 2034 469,624 538,894 387,005

DTW large 2035 476,798 549,920 389,907

DTW large 2036 483,967 560,737 392,356

DTW large 2037 490,965 571,142 394,210

DTW large 2038 498,090 581,592 395,953

DTW large 2039 505,296 591,771 397,555

DTW large 2040 512,564 602,369 399,128

DTW large 2041 519,671 613,003 400,687

DTW large 2042 526,831 623,555 402,373

DTW large 2043 534,186 634,570 404,292

DTW large 2044 541,712 644,976 406,229

DTW large 2045 549,318 654,868 408,064

2016 TAF Operations Forecast Scenarios
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