
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DEN large 2010 24,791,870 24,791,870 24,791,870

DEN large 2011 25,647,176 25,647,176 25,647,176

DEN large 2012 25,680,616 25,680,616 25,680,616

DEN large 2013 25,479,156 25,479,156 25,479,156

DEN large 2014 25,980,000 25,980,000 25,980,000

DEN large 2015 25,907,124 25,907,124 25,907,124

DEN large 2016 27,909,036 27,909,036 27,909,036

DEN large 2017 30,344,408 30,344,408 30,344,408

DEN large 2018 31,101,248 32,204,092 30,319,176

DEN large 2019 31,788,660 33,581,264 30,166,450

DEN large 2020 32,459,316 34,513,500 30,342,210

DEN large 2021 33,134,976 35,366,472 30,782,118

DEN large 2022 33,783,304 35,963,312 31,228,848

DEN large 2023 34,419,192 36,563,180 31,516,840

DEN large 2024 35,026,812 37,099,164 31,749,012

DEN large 2025 35,648,076 38,131,608 32,065,212

DEN large 2026 36,313,880 39,251,828 32,432,156

DEN large 2027 36,976,704 39,892,428 32,749,138

DEN large 2028 37,646,744 40,826,160 33,071,170

DEN large 2029 38,334,912 41,764,116 33,418,404

DEN large 2030 39,019,576 42,724,656 33,746,420

DEN large 2031 39,705,372 43,652,136 34,055,008

DEN large 2032 40,393,664 44,680,284 34,337,832

DEN large 2033 41,088,468 45,726,180 34,628,980

DEN large 2034 41,805,996 46,779,788 34,948,284

DEN large 2035 42,553,908 47,835,948 35,293,152

DEN large 2036 43,308,568 48,887,408 35,599,708

DEN large 2037 44,056,452 49,915,056 35,859,628

DEN large 2038 44,802,736 50,933,264 36,094,368

DEN large 2039 45,556,368 51,931,596 36,317,788

DEN large 2040 46,312,644 52,964,668 36,535,932

DEN large 2041 47,063,192 54,012,212 36,759,740

DEN large 2042 47,819,300 55,055,460 36,994,800

DEN large 2043 48,587,872 56,136,844 37,240,368

DEN large 2044 49,373,312 57,169,028 37,487,624

DEN large 2045 50,167,904 58,158,136 37,725,540

2016 TAF Enplanements Forecast Scenarios

Page 2



0

10,000,000

20,000,000

30,000,000

40,000,000

50,000,000

60,000,000

70,000,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

En
p

la
n

e
m

e
n

t 
Le

ve
l 

Fiscal Year 

TAF Enplanements Scenarios 

Total Enplanements (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Baseline)

Page 3



Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DEN large 2010 626,425 626,425 626,425

DEN large 2011 641,923 641,923 641,923

DEN large 2012 618,380 618,380 618,380

DEN large 2013 593,442 593,442 593,442

DEN large 2014 578,950 578,950 578,950

DEN large 2015 550,724 550,724 550,724

DEN large 2016 566,035 566,035 566,035

DEN large 2017 581,455 581,455 581,455

DEN large 2018 585,668 606,985 570,318

DEN large 2019 587,571 621,449 557,061

DEN large 2020 589,401 627,596 550,525

DEN large 2021 591,992 632,849 549,478

DEN large 2022 597,131 636,766 551,497

DEN large 2023 606,553 645,556 555,047

DEN large 2024 616,827 654,613 558,902

DEN large 2025 627,392 672,205 564,269

DEN large 2026 638,739 691,332 570,524

DEN large 2027 650,044 702,229 575,934

DEN large 2028 661,493 718,159 581,472

DEN large 2029 673,231 734,137 587,414

DEN large 2030 684,941 750,537 593,050

DEN large 2031 696,680 766,380 598,360

DEN large 2032 708,474 784,001 603,190

DEN large 2033 720,382 801,888 608,214

DEN large 2034 732,673 819,902 613,716

DEN large 2035 745,483 837,957 619,656

DEN large 2036 758,415 855,941 624,945

DEN large 2037 771,221 873,518 629,410

DEN large 2038 784,019 890,950 633,484

DEN large 2039 796,936 908,033 637,361

DEN large 2040 809,935 925,755 641,178

DEN large 2041 822,835 943,719 645,086

DEN large 2042 835,837 961,616 649,183

DEN large 2043 849,053 980,169 653,476

DEN large 2044 862,546 997,881 657,789

DEN large 2045 876,203 1,014,867 661,950
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