
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DCA large 2010 8,538,775 8,538,775 8,538,775

DCA large 2011 9,065,369 9,065,369 9,065,369

DCA large 2012 9,302,152 9,302,152 9,302,152

DCA large 2013 9,851,786 9,851,786 9,851,786

DCA large 2014 9,875,781 9,875,781 9,875,781

DCA large 2015 10,998,423 10,998,423 10,998,423

DCA large 2016 11,472,071 11,472,071 11,472,071

DCA large 2017 11,477,208 11,477,208 11,477,208

DCA large 2018 11,833,015 12,016,456 11,520,583

DCA large 2019 12,826,050 12,893,699 12,159,482

DCA large 2020 13,813,980 13,884,222 13,011,268

DCA large 2021 14,776,904 14,858,051 14,098,140

DCA large 2022 14,947,515 15,034,018 14,442,644

DCA large 2023 15,064,704 15,155,449 14,678,576

DCA large 2024 15,166,116 15,260,526 14,879,976

DCA large 2025 15,266,259 15,363,997 15,117,077

DCA large 2026 15,366,208 15,467,074 15,279,556

DCA large 2027 15,465,084 15,568,939 15,375,786

DCA large 2028 15,564,978 15,671,217 15,473,629

DCA large 2029 15,663,994 15,772,660 15,570,560

DCA large 2030 15,763,004 15,874,145 15,667,442

DCA large 2031 15,859,318 15,972,964 15,761,600

DCA large 2032 15,955,911 16,073,910 15,853,788

DCA large 2033 16,052,417 16,173,089 15,947,979

DCA large 2034 16,148,907 16,272,305 16,042,111

DCA large 2035 16,244,291 16,370,454 16,135,099

DCA large 2036 16,338,773 16,467,752 16,227,145

DCA large 2037 16,435,031 16,567,234 16,319,762

DCA large 2038 16,530,362 16,665,526 16,412,512

DCA large 2039 16,625,379 16,763,583 16,504,876

DCA large 2040 16,721,727 16,863,040 16,598,516

DCA large 2041 16,815,862 16,960,316 16,689,908

DCA large 2042 16,911,312 17,058,706 16,781,902

DCA large 2043 17,006,508 17,157,158 16,874,238

DCA large 2044 17,101,052 17,255,042 16,965,852

DCA large 2045 17,195,184 17,352,560 17,057,006
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DCA large 2010 270,260 270,260 270,260

DCA large 2011 284,799 284,799 284,799

DCA large 2012 287,866 287,866 287,866

DCA large 2013 295,436 295,436 295,436

DCA large 2014 286,967 286,967 286,967

DCA large 2015 296,250 296,250 296,250

DCA large 2016 299,899 299,899 299,899

DCA large 2017 299,841 299,841 299,841

DCA large 2018 304,491 309,211 296,451

DCA large 2019 307,589 309,211 291,604

DCA large 2020 307,647 309,211 289,770

DCA large 2021 307,706 309,396 293,572

DCA large 2022 307,766 309,547 297,371

DCA large 2023 307,826 309,680 299,936

DCA large 2024 307,887 309,804 302,078

DCA large 2025 307,949 309,921 304,940

DCA large 2026 308,012 310,034 306,275

DCA large 2027 308,076 310,145 306,297

DCA large 2028 308,141 310,244 306,333

DCA large 2029 308,207 310,345 306,369

DCA large 2030 308,275 310,449 306,406

DCA large 2031 308,344 310,554 306,444

DCA large 2032 308,414 310,695 306,440

DCA large 2033 308,485 310,804 306,478

DCA large 2034 308,557 310,915 306,516

DCA large 2035 308,631 311,028 306,556

DCA large 2036 308,706 311,143 306,597

DCA large 2037 308,783 311,267 306,617

DCA large 2038 308,861 311,386 306,659

DCA large 2039 308,940 311,508 306,701

DCA large 2040 309,020 311,631 306,743

DCA large 2041 309,101 311,756 306,786

DCA large 2042 309,184 311,879 306,818

DCA large 2043 309,268 312,008 306,863

DCA large 2044 309,353 312,139 306,907

DCA large 2045 309,440 312,272 306,953
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