
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

CLT large 2010 17,944,488 17,944,488 17,944,488

CLT large 2011 19,131,074 19,131,074 19,131,074

CLT large 2012 19,751,124 19,751,124 19,751,124

CLT large 2013 21,046,988 21,046,988 21,046,988

CLT large 2014 21,528,752 21,528,752 21,528,752

CLT large 2015 21,766,400 21,766,400 21,766,400

CLT large 2016 21,836,536 21,836,536 21,836,536

CLT large 2017 22,092,212 22,092,212 22,092,212

CLT large 2018 22,649,150 23,491,802 22,035,942

CLT large 2019 23,160,440 24,503,996 21,953,076

CLT large 2020 23,663,620 25,199,458 22,116,072

CLT large 2021 24,161,680 25,832,404 22,432,560

CLT large 2022 24,648,344 26,295,108 22,758,672

CLT large 2023 25,132,042 26,775,934 22,989,816

CLT large 2024 25,601,216 27,216,008 23,191,002

CLT large 2025 26,078,396 28,000,502 23,446,938

CLT large 2026 26,586,992 28,848,144 23,736,522

CLT large 2027 27,095,670 29,361,968 23,995,006

CLT large 2028 27,604,532 30,076,166 24,253,078

CLT large 2029 28,126,950 30,794,894 24,526,462

CLT large 2030 28,649,574 31,531,636 24,789,118

CLT large 2031 29,171,064 32,242,424 25,036,962

CLT large 2032 29,693,650 33,024,566 25,268,446

CLT large 2033 30,218,544 33,816,656 25,503,992

CLT large 2034 30,758,876 34,612,796 25,757,872

CLT large 2035 31,319,884 35,411,784 26,029,538

CLT large 2036 31,884,732 36,207,160 26,276,240

CLT large 2037 32,441,700 36,983,512 26,489,432

CLT large 2038 33,002,970 37,766,696 26,690,520

CLT large 2039 33,568,416 38,536,576 26,882,794

CLT large 2040 34,136,672 39,331,236 27,071,726

CLT large 2041 34,700,016 40,135,212 27,262,762

CLT large 2042 35,262,664 40,931,848 27,457,796

CLT large 2043 35,836,116 41,758,544 27,663,106

CLT large 2044 36,421,632 42,552,268 27,869,642

CLT large 2045 37,015,944 43,320,780 28,071,950

2016 TAF Enplanements Forecast Scenarios
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

CLT large 2010 516,581 516,581 516,581

CLT large 2011 544,016 544,016 544,016

CLT large 2012 549,933 549,933 549,933

CLT large 2013 555,491 555,491 555,491

CLT large 2014 546,874 546,874 546,874

CLT large 2015 545,602 545,602 545,602

CLT large 2016 545,894 545,894 545,894

CLT large 2017 556,930 556,930 556,930

CLT large 2018 569,439 595,222 549,451

CLT large 2019 580,843 621,664 544,401

CLT large 2020 592,081 638,430 546,710

CLT large 2021 603,199 653,142 553,143

CLT large 2022 614,086 663,479 560,048

CLT large 2023 624,974 674,212 564,853

CLT large 2024 635,528 683,836 569,034

CLT large 2025 646,260 701,691 574,622

CLT large 2026 657,749 721,036 581,060

CLT large 2027 669,244 732,213 586,765

CLT large 2028 680,741 748,154 592,562

CLT large 2029 692,562 764,195 598,714

CLT large 2030 704,390 780,689 604,602

CLT large 2031 716,176 796,517 610,122

CLT large 2032 727,980 814,307 614,943

CLT large 2033 739,834 832,097 620,147

CLT large 2034 752,054 849,979 625,789

CLT large 2035 764,768 867,917 631,853

CLT large 2036 777,569 885,752 637,311

CLT large 2037 790,175 903,154 641,825

CLT large 2038 802,880 920,615 646,178

CLT large 2039 815,680 937,718 650,318

CLT large 2040 828,547 955,420 654,372

CLT large 2041 841,284 973,311 658,468

CLT large 2042 854,003 990,988 662,597

CLT large 2043 866,979 1,009,406 667,044

CLT large 2044 880,237 1,027,000 671,513

CLT large 2045 893,708 1,043,974 675,886

2016 TAF Operations Forecast Scenarios
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