
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2016 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecasts are presented for 2017 

to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2016 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast 

Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

ATL large 2010 42,512,864 42,512,864 42,512,864

ATL large 2011 44,087,120 44,087,120 44,087,120

ATL large 2012 45,398,080 45,398,080 45,398,080

ATL large 2013 45,335,112 45,335,112 45,335,112

ATL large 2014 46,226,884 46,226,884 46,226,884

ATL large 2015 48,434,964 48,434,964 48,434,964

ATL large 2016 50,387,320 50,387,320 50,387,320

ATL large 2017 51,567,288 51,567,288 51,567,288

ATL large 2018 52,835,128 54,926,856 51,346,472

ATL large 2019 54,000,652 57,362,128 51,088,196

ATL large 2020 55,154,292 59,046,180 51,417,036

ATL large 2021 56,296,752 60,568,472 52,113,252

ATL large 2022 57,414,100 61,698,716 52,836,144

ATL large 2023 58,525,492 62,857,280 53,347,628

ATL large 2024 59,607,592 63,923,092 53,794,892

ATL large 2025 60,700,728 65,746,512 54,364,000

ATL large 2026 61,867,308 67,707,512 55,013,840

ATL large 2027 63,052,968 68,937,168 55,613,436

ATL large 2028 64,229,408 70,600,336 56,207,780

ATL large 2029 65,434,268 72,267,088 56,841,668

ATL large 2030 66,632,072 73,963,224 57,445,104

ATL large 2031 67,833,736 75,605,560 58,023,344

ATL large 2032 69,046,224 77,416,608 58,573,752

ATL large 2033 70,260,456 79,243,920 59,132,024

ATL large 2034 71,507,944 81,076,672 59,732,936

ATL large 2035 72,804,064 82,916,992 60,377,720

ATL large 2036 74,112,152 84,750,344 60,969,588

ATL large 2037 75,394,496 86,528,216 61,479,976

ATL large 2038 76,699,016 88,319,968 61,973,716

ATL large 2039 78,020,880 90,084,944 62,453,476

ATL large 2040 79,338,192 91,890,376 62,918,104

ATL large 2041 80,647,040 93,716,136 63,392,916

ATL large 2042 81,958,552 95,528,480 63,881,016

ATL large 2043 83,296,672 97,408,544 64,393,788

ATL large 2044 84,661,480 99,211,408 64,908,948

ATL large 2045 86,043,472 100,951,632 65,412,072

2016 TAF Enplanements Forecast Scenarios

Page 2



0

20,000,000

40,000,000

60,000,000

80,000,000

100,000,000

120,000,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

En
p

la
n

e
m

e
n

t 
Le

ve
l 

Fiscal Year 

TAF Enplanements Scenarios 

Total Enplanements (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Baseline)

Page 3



Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

ATL large 2010 956,546 956,546 956,546

ATL large 2011 929,860 929,860 929,860

ATL large 2012 931,458 931,458 931,458

ATL large 2013 914,107 914,107 914,107

ATL large 2014 876,268 876,268 876,268

ATL large 2015 876,785 876,785 876,785

ATL large 2016 899,040 899,040 899,040

ATL large 2017 900,527 900,527 900,527

ATL large 2018 916,341 957,310 887,403

ATL large 2019 929,174 991,784 873,767

ATL large 2020 942,060 1,013,887 871,570

ATL large 2021 955,273 1,033,351 877,295

ATL large 2022 970,356 1,047,134 885,911

ATL large 2023 988,868 1,065,556 893,708

ATL large 2024 1,007,910 1,083,283 901,271

ATL large 2025 1,027,203 1,115,796 911,266

ATL large 2026 1,047,935 1,150,940 922,829

ATL large 2027 1,069,054 1,171,753 933,409

ATL large 2028 1,089,977 1,201,076 943,878

ATL large 2029 1,111,409 1,230,365 955,005

ATL large 2030 1,132,716 1,260,330 965,583

ATL large 2031 1,154,040 1,289,162 975,595

ATL large 2032 1,175,546 1,321,305 984,947

ATL large 2033 1,197,074 1,353,685 994,532

ATL large 2034 1,219,233 1,386,175 1,004,926

ATL large 2035 1,242,314 1,418,792 1,016,144

ATL large 2036 1,265,594 1,451,252 1,026,323

ATL large 2037 1,288,354 1,482,636 1,034,902

ATL large 2038 1,311,531 1,514,270 1,043,197

ATL large 2039 1,335,041 1,545,350 1,051,217

ATL large 2040 1,358,484 1,577,314 1,058,974

ATL large 2041 1,381,699 1,609,549 1,066,865

ATL large 2042 1,404,966 1,641,526 1,075,003

ATL large 2043 1,428,731 1,674,789 1,083,624

ATL large 2044 1,452,994 1,706,572 1,092,281

ATL large 2045 1,477,565 1,737,126 1,100,712
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